The Joint Public Advisory Committee




JPAC’s vision

Our vision Is to promote continental cooperation in
ecosystem protection and sustainable economic
development, and to ensure active public participation
and transparency in the actions of the Commission.

While we come from three different nations, and have
different institutional connections, we serve on the JPAC
as individual citizens of the North American continent,
joined in a commitment to preserving and enhancing our
common environment and to achieving a sustainable
society.




Our Mandate

JPAC ensures that the views of the North American public are taken
into account when formulating its advice to Council.

JPAC works to provide firm leadership and constructive public
contributions to build a tri-national model of collaboration, consensus
building, and consensus-based results.

JPAC sponsors and facilitates a range of public meetings on issues
identified by the public as priorities and fosters a sustained and
informed dialogue with Council and their Alternate Representatives

JPAC Advices can be found at:

http://www.cec.org/who_we_are/jpac/advice/index.cfm?varlan=english




JPAC’s First Decade

* Our first decade has seen JPAC grow into a transparent, open and
substantive forum for public participation, discussion, and debate
In North America.

We have sponsored and facilitated a range of public meetings on
iIssues identified by the public as priorities and have fostered a
sustained and informed dialogue with Council and their Alternate
Representatives.

At the same time, JPAC has not shied away from controversy or
from providing firm advice to Council where opinions or interests

diverge. JPAC's persistence, for example in promotlng
transparency and accountability in the citizen's submission

process (Articles 14/15), reflects our commitment to protecting and
promoting the implementation of what JPAC considers to be one of
the CEC's most important features.

In November 2005, JPAC held a public meeting in Montreal in

which participants were party to the experiences of individuals who
had gone through the submission process (including the

publication of a factual record) and learn about other mechanisms .
that non-government actors can employ to gain access to /\(L -
Information about follow-up to factual records and other @w o
environmental information.




JPAC’s Working Principles: T.O.E.

» Transparency : Transparency is fundamentally about
empowerment and trust. When external stakeholders are
empowered to make informed choices based on factual, unbiased,
and meaningful information they can trust, behaviors of all parties
involved are influenced.

Outreach : Outreach is defined as an organization going outside its
normal scope of operation to provide information, resources and
services to those not in its immediate service area.

Engagement : Public engagement is obtained through open
communication with the desire to understand its issues and
concerns and to provide the information necessary for the public to
determine how it wants to engage. It is not simply informing the
public, but an active process whereby feedback from interested .
parties/individuals is sought. ”\(




JPAC Public Meetings

JPAC meets three to four times a year in different locations within the
three countries, typically in conjunction with special CEC events, such
as a workshop or symposium. These meetings are usually followed
by a regular session of JPAC where the public has the opportunity to
focus on matters under immediate consideration by the CEC. One
meeting is held in conjunction with the CEC’s Council annual regular
session

Upcoming sessions:
08-03 Puerto Vallarta, Mexico — 2-3 December 2008

Workshop on Environmental Sustainability and Competitiveness




How can RCEN help the JPAC meet its
mandate?







